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Lieutenant Colonel J. Edgar Hoover, ‘
Director, Federal Bueau of Investigation,

Us S. Department of Justice,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Colonel Hoover: 7 : -

Inclosed herewith is a copy of a dir;ective
which I am transmitting to officers of the military -
intelligence concerned in the New York Area. -l

"6-8603- 147
2= q1a%- Yy
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This directive received the approval of the
committee at the intelligence conference on April 2,
1941, and was alsq approved at the same. time by

Commander Vincen{~Astor, the Area Controller of the
New York Area,

.

Sine erely yours,

RECORDED cbn; FILED I

5
7

HERMAN MILES,
BZ'igadieI‘ General, Ue S -
Acting Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.
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COHIDENTIAL

Apl‘il 3’ 19410

Subjects Area Controller for the New York Area.

Tos A. C. of 5., 0-2, First Army, Governors Island, New York.
A. C. of 8., 0-2, Second Corps Area, Governors Island, New York.
‘New York Office, Military Intelligence Divisioms ... rc:ex

1. attached herewith 1& a Gopy of &' directive which, the
8 approved by the President by telegram
dated Ma;ch 19,_1_9_1.;,' R AL D

. 2 A oconference on this directive was held oa Mirch 25, "
at which were present the hsads of the intelligence services of the
State, War, Navy and Justice Departments and Commander Vincent =~ = L
Astar, U.,S.N.R. At this conference it was agreed that the intelligence -
services of the four Dopartments concermsd and the Area Controller for
the New York Area would work under the following mutual understan

of the President's direcﬁive!\ RN SR ‘-"\.‘- RN P
o AR TS 'The coordination exercised by the Ansa Controller -
will be concerned with conflicts or potential caonflicts in the - T

intelligence or investigational fields of the four Departments which
cover either foreign infamation sought in or from the-New York Area i

or subversive (sabotage or espionage) activities in that Area. a

“b. The coordination exercised by the Area Controller
will not be concerned with investigations of c¢ivil or criminal cases or of
disciplinary action in the cases of military or naval personnel, unless
such cases involve subversive (sabotage or espionage) activities -

in which there i3 & conflict of interest as between any of the four .
interested Departments, . I 4 Ly o ‘;}r e )

e .g. The ®New York Area® is understood to comprise the
limits of the Port of New York authority, - ~ L o

. : ds The "reports of results® of the various intelligence S
and investigational activities of the four Departments concerned will = 7
be made available to any or 211 of the four Departments should they 7.0
80 desirs. The gensral rule will be followed that in the case of any i
report prepared a received by one of the four Depariments in which -
there is a doubt as to the interest of another Department, & copy or .
summary of the report will be furnished u} the other Department. /It T
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. New York Ares, the
. by the following

. makingtw new contacts and shall feel themselves to e free 4o i
- discuss with the Controllaer such contacts &
. existence, ST

. they will irmediate 1y consult the Areg Controller, - o : : PR

 Distritutions

R

. .) . MOy NRTATS ,) g

is not, however, understoad that copies of all reports are habit

to be made available to all four Departments, nor are the individual
sources of information which are received Yy ome Department to bes
communicated to other Departments except under unusual oircumstances,
"The necessity for serupulous care in preserving the security of
informetion and in protecting contacts is apparent, ¥ ‘

£

* In the field of foreign information sought in'the;
agencies of the four Departmonts will bs guided

X 4
(1) They w1l consult the Area Controller be \re

ts as ma,yalready be in -

“(2) "They will usé their existing contacts vdth-

‘ 6ut'-'reférmc'o',to the Arca Controller unless and until they - v -

learn of some complaint on the part of the contact or of dupli- -
cation of informtion sought of the contact, in which case

: E N V.o Y L g

b S (3) " A&t mriodical meetings ‘arxtangeii by the
Aroa Controller they will be prepared to repart in writing - °
&1 contacts made by them since the last periodical mesting, . .
glving the name of the firm (not the individual) vontacted, ... ... _.
the subject or nature of the information sought, and ths

result of the contact,

e eosll 5o SHERMAN MITRS, -
v et A} Brigadier Gemersl, U. S. Army,
AN . Acting Assistant Chief of Staff, 0-2."

Inclosures Directlve of President,

Yoo Area Controller, New York City - f ¥
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#3770 In order 40 coordinate the tiiteissted aotivities ind ¢0°'

olinlnate duplication of offort, it has been dacided, with the

ooncurrence of the Departments ocncemed that all inte

. and investigational gotivities uaderwcon in the New York Area:

47 by the roprcaentat%ves of the tl:;pnrtmnta of State, War, ln{o

w0 and Justice shall be coordina through a single sgoncy —
L ba lmmn as the Area Controllers - ... .. ‘

nmamcoamnerrorthonewrmmuﬁuceua

forpmblmmwbecomultedbytho .

desimatod roprogentatives. of the interested Dopartmefits. He
will assign priordities and responsibility for the variocus -

o blens, which 1t is desired, shall be duly laid befors hium

: go reproam tiwsotthene rtments, Reports of results - _

i bly be mde avaihbla to AIJ. four Dopartmntc. _),

The nooesaity .for larupulm eare 1a aerving tho aocuritr
infomation and in proteoting contacts n apwont. ol
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As Am COntroller for tho New York Area, comander vmcmt

Astor, U.S.N.R., is designated, and appropriate ordera will be
lssusd him by Navel Intalliganco.
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AR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF i
1% MILITARY. INTELLIGENCE DIVISION G-2 -
" IWASHINGTON -

March 26,1941

.. .:Colonel E. ¥, Hoover e T
"~ Director, Federal Bureau' of Investigation~ .
--Mashimgton, D, ¢, .- TN

’

~:f_1:)ear'-Colonellf-‘}Hoovgér: s

_ .~ I understood ‘from our-interesting meeting
~ .7 of yesterday afternoon that -we were to. draw up
i ’1dentical ‘instructions to-our agents in- the New
~ -~ York area ‘covering the results of our discussion, . . .
-I’am, accordingly, “sending you a copy. of adraft -
of instructions which:I will. propose to: CITY
subject -of -course to your comments or ‘reconrend- "
L iétions;and:thdée‘bffcaptainfxirk and Commander - "
=L Astore I an -sending a copy of this draft to .
--.Captain Kirk and to Commander -Astor.” I ‘would
~"be obliged if you would “let ‘me have your views :
?in-theumatter_at;your'earliest‘convehience;“' T

| i Sincerely .yours,

(@ suEmly witss
Brigadier General, U. S, Army, -

Acting Assistant Chief of:Staff, Ge2
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March 31, 1941

PERSOYAL ARD SUAT _uusSTIAL
3 A 3B

- Byigadisr Qenerel Shermen Miles
.. Assistant Chief of Staff
_Qu2, War Departasnt
Washington, 0. C.

" Dear Genersl Milesy
| I wish to seknowledge your lstter of Warch 26, 1941,

7 tyensaitting & copy of the draft of instructions which you propose
" %0 send o your agents in the New Tork area.

I an, of ocourss, saxious to oarry out the President'a
wishes sonoerning the proposed prograa of ocordination in e
; Pollowing the discussion which tock place imyoum:

Kirk and Commander Astor were the only
in she disoussions with the President concering |
elisve it is highly desirable that we have the te

they wmdare
of the directive which requires interpretatiion
in onabling us to completely pafyy’out the

 HECEIAED-CTERE

the 1iberty of fumish ter
Ssptain Kirk $iarden $hat ‘ho,m give m’%’&ﬁ’ b::iﬁ;ﬁ;:n i
i$4 attend the meeting on Wednssdsy

Sinocsrely yours,

Mt g 20 :.i"ﬁ éﬁ M.

WA BRI Y -1&1»1}
m.e..,'.._';év , : John Bdgar Hoover

mr. Quinn Tamm ____ Direstor
weneoen - go-Captain N .
wemsy g Sowtis Lot ‘fgi,}

Miss Gand;
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~ 8JDstle

Upon
larctcnmotot.he
this eonnection I want you {o konow tb

apprecistive of the sselstance you h&vé Ton
afforded us.: ¥e ‘pealize that you are extrecely busy >
}:Mstmmlym«ainulnmthomofw&
“» - which you have so kindly been han thad
prmtedﬁr. Mtosnggostt'h?sti‘_

v AR ndost Togards, ..

Mr. Rosenm

Me. Carson /3'/0[
s, Oriyton — h
e ﬁtm tamm .

Mr. Heandon :

Mr. Traty -

Miss Candy —
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SJDitle

R
£

kinow that 1 ainccm«ly appmciatf%hc

T want you o
valuable asaistance and cooperation which Jou have so kindly.
extended to the Bureau in cemeotiou uit.h some of m mmy
{mportant work,

MAY 291 941
PIM.
L FEDERAL BYREAU OF NVESTISATIOK

o Quine Tomm 7 U. S. DEPARTMENT OF usTiz,







Your thouabttulnaes :nd coopnntim
# ) ;

'm&tly appreciam

lr. Drayten
Mr. Quinn Tamm
Me. Hendon

N, Trecy
Nive Gandy ——————
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New York, N, Y,.:
Ma.y 17, 19410 . .
Director, " S T 3
Federal ﬁureau of Investigation,?g S
Washington, ). C. ‘ IR N
. . DeanSiry . . S R
NCENT ASTOR on May 13 1 .

discussed with MR, . 1is
interest /n ascertaining whetherp there was maintaineéi»,'

Due to MR, Foxworrg's absence fur e L7(, ;

Washinoton the writer contacteqd : b?D
nd casually asked him whether ' such a | -
d én fumished the Government, He ) ‘

s
indicated that the complete record of thig mterial- e
was on file with the Bureay of_"Registered"Add'resses, : ’
50 Broag Street, Ngw York City, and it was hig
- understanding that this would be made immediately

available to the Navy upon their taking control of
communicati_ons. ' ,

. -This informa tion, without disclosing the = -
gource, was made mown to MR, ASTOR. c’onsiequentl‘y,
it will be unnecessary to make a furtter chsck on .
thls at the present tims, o
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. Address Communications to the - '“’{, Telephone REGor E.9100:rh . ..,

.*' Commandant Third Naval District Mr. Glewia ...
In reply refer to No, . ) . Mr.Yzad... ...
. AB8-5 Headquarters of the : Mr. Nichola.... ...
' Commandant Third Naval District Mr-Toren ...
‘Q } SERIAL 2744-41 Federal Office Building, 90 Church Street :(: 5::::::
X CO]\E?IDEI '.PIAL NE‘N York, N- Y- Mr. Quina Tamm..
’ June 27, 11947200
} Mr. Tracsy ...
S LTy —
From: The Conference of Investigating Agencles, New Yonk Area
To: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 . -

Director of Naval Intelligence - :" ' .. .
-Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation -

SUBJECT: Investigatiqn ofACrew_Iists SR v
Reference: (a) C. of I. A. letter of June 6, 1941, Seridl No. 2631-41

1. As a result of a further study of the mechanics needed to
check the crew lists of ships engaged in forelgn trade, the follow-
Ing is submitted, ' :

Immiediately prior to the salling of a ship, a representa-~
tive of the Shipping Commissioner is given the final crew 1list by
the master, It is our suggestion that the pertinent portions of
this 1ist should then be forwarded with all dispatch to F,B.I.,
Faval Intelligence and Military Intelligence for the_purpose of
checking any undesirable elements in the personnel, It is believed
that thls check can be completed and forwarded to ‘the Commandant
of the Maval District concerned within about ' twenty-four hours.

. The data considered pertinent consists only of the indi-
vidual's name and, in addition, his "Z" number,' This 2" number is
& number carried on the Continuous Discharge Book or Certificate of
Identification, which is carried by each member of the ecrew. This

h . j,} - ‘ . “ :
never .c an,g_,jecs sl ’7/1[!1'{ 'n‘:i,m @M&A(QW Izo,c") L/‘f!)
o ft Ok C e c
2. A case in point which perhaps indicates the present need

of such a procedure 1is illustrated, by the followi i p
Officials of the Alcoa.Lineé broush the;;gi~og§ngf§g:ph§fj:;
writer's attention through Lt. Col. Sharp, M.I.D. [heyistaté!thatcsnciii
almost two-thirds of the bauxite refined In the Uniked Stgte comes
from Surinam, Dutch Guiana., These bauxite mines arg docd Ediébdﬁk1
sixty miles up a narrow winding channel in which thpragiﬁgﬁp‘tpong;
current, This channel would probably be blocked inrthéléiéﬁtﬁété“' '
& ship grounding in consequence of sabotage.. This thannel is the \'
only route of supply to the mine, as there is no overland route, '
The Governor of Surinam has protested on several occasions to the
Alcoa Line concerning the type of crew on their ships, Officials
of the company point out that with the present shortage of tonnage

: O&Ar‘ ?__j o Q j‘&\ v .
%;Ji'\;@ 11/ W&»d;,v )ng_?/

T e e —— e e
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Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 Page 2 6/27/41
Director of Maval Intelligence
Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation

gy

R TR I T Y N S L T

they are forced to pick up anything they can get, and that they are
now operating approximately fifty vessels under charter, comprising
vessels under Americen, Yugoslav, Norweglan, Panamian, Latvian, -
Swedish and Finnish registry. The situation was brought to a head
recently when a Norweglan vessel, the Marpesia, put in about a -
month ago and the Governor of Surinam had a Rumanian and a Bulgarlan
removed., » 5 o s e

In such a case as this Where eléménté in a'ship's'crew: ‘
were suspected of having subversive tendencies, the Governor of
Surinam could be notified by cable and be thereby placed in a

position to take appropriate action. E

. VINCENT-ASTOR .
Contiander, Ui S.N.R. -
Area Controller - >,

L

Copies to: . . L
l.I,D., Second Army Corps Area, New York
F.B.I.’ NeW YOI’k ¥
F.B.I.,, Newark
D.I.0i, Third Naval District, New York

"« b
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- . ' Mr. Tolsen.........--
A .. /"--‘.‘ - ”
! ' B l‘] rir. E. A. Tomm. ..o -
Address Communications to the wat ] _i‘_":, Tetepbas. 29100,
Commandant Third Naval District v . . -l REictor

Mr. Foxworth .......
In reply refer to No.

Wir, Glavia eoceovees

' Headquarters of the“ . e Lodd oo
Al16-1/84-3 Mz, Ladd. ...
/ Commandant Third Naval District . Kichois oo
SERIAL 2739-41  Federal Office Building, 90 Church Street e ;

New York, N, Y. wvton :
CONFIDENTIAL ew York, N, Y. . U X Dreyt

Mr. Quinn Tammm...-

June 27’ §’4i:ndan ..........

Nt AIBCY ccnrreancone
Nies Gandy.ccnee coe-
vy ) S
/U:'(‘l/ From: The Conference of Investigating Agencies,
' New York Area : ’
To: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2-

Director of Naval Intelligence ‘
Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation
SUBJECT: Mprders toXtasters_of¥fmert canlforchant Yessels in
a A

Fu-ars e

Tthie event of a declaration or " war,

1. At a meeting of the M,I.D., 0.N.I. and F.B.I.
agencles in the New York Area, the fact was brought out that
masters of American sea going vessels have apparently re-
celved no orders concerning what steps they shall talce hile
at sea In the event of a declaration of war involy t
United States of America. It is the feeling o s Committes
that, as the reception of orders by radio might be deléyed in
the event that the radio 1s not constantly munned, or con-
celvably not delivered by disloyal radio personnel, such
masters should, perhaps, be given orders Speclifying what steps
GV“ they should take in the event of hostilities in regard to
~ darkening of ships, non-use of radio transmitters, what ports

3~ they should make for, and other steps which might include the
‘guarding by known reliable personnel of the vital points in
the ship under their command. '

L) VINCENTASTOR
Ve AW N ~CommETasT; TS N JR.
{}ﬁf}r c _ Area Controller
Copy to: ' ’ , ‘
Military Intelligence, Second Corps Area, N.Y. .
F.B.I.’ NeW York IND @‘%
F.,B.I., Newark ’ A

! -
(R b0925-A]

District Intelligence Officer, Thiyd Naval%é%r@:t;jﬁ-.-Y-;«;—-—_.__‘-“—_-;-
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Mr.Qevie

>Ir. Ladd
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¢ HEREI IS WA oIFIED
FYCEPT wimus

B v:tbé;ur

O HERWISE -
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Q&e*{rec\

st A xo kha

Thasa mtteru wore taan up n tht Interémmeatd 'DQQ* 0 ’(\'\C
Inwlngmeo Conferance held in my office on July 2, 1941, end RNT \‘3 (,0

11 aoknovlad\c our Tetter of

Captain Kirk advised that since orders to mastars of Anerican =
vaasels constituted a naval adminfatrative matter, it had been Aeiv veyitu
referred to the sppropriate opomtiam e(‘rleu of tho Bavy

Dez:srtment ror utmtioa. (Q) .
m Yo 'c\'\.e, Y 81

: asuon in

oM Yeluyw

et e aeene e o o . L _TIETRS— e

It 1s depired to point out, however, that the suggestion which .
wes made would not cover ths exaaple set forth in your letter,
as obviously we are without any mthor!.ty in 80 far as |

! have boen uskoc on boh;lt ef t.ho Interdmrhmtd

‘!nhul;meo Confersnce %o axpress our npprbchuon t.o o8 ror . .:"i - o
| umnx these mgom,onu to our attentlom, b S
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- - . Mr, Ciezs
Hederal Bureau of Inuestigation Nr. Foxworth

. Glavin

Huited States Department of Justice . taca

an
.

o

2 i ) %r. Totson
JOHN EDGAR HOOVER . ? i
. Mr. €. A. Yamm

OIRECTOR

|

Mashingtnn, D a. Mr. Nichols

M. Rosen

July 3, 1941 | e, carson

Mr. Drayton

PEF:ML

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E, A. T

Mr, Tracy

0 Miss Beahm
Y&BSEQI_AﬂiQL.telephoned and advised he wa.s witss Gandy

calling for the Director but he understood he was out of
town and in his absence was speaking to me.

Astor said he wanted to request that I cell
Donegan and reassure him that it was satisfactory to go
along an a matter Astor had spoken to him about. I asked
Astor what the matter concerned and he said he could not dip-

{cuss it over the telephone but that he had preV1ously spokeh to

Donegan about it and Donegan later had informed him that he
thought Astor should speak directly to Mr. Hoover,” :
N
As I understood from Astor, he was tnereafter in
communication with the "Great White Chief at Hyde Park" who had
asked him to request Mr. Hoover to handle the metter. Astor

‘said that it was something of a personal interest to-ﬂTy Lk

President rather than an official investlgation.
I told him that if possible, I would try to relay
his request to the Director, who was out of tom.

Durlng the conversation, Astor stated he wanted to
compliment the Bureau upon the raids which had been made over
the week-end and he felt that a very good job had been done.

Wr. Cottey

Mr. Harbo

Tour Room

Mr. Nease

Mr. Quinn Tamm

Mr. Hendew

Yele. Room

i

|

1

1]

|

[ S TR

p g . | 2 JUL 11 1341
.r\ | D o U.S DEFLI " < g o

Respectfully,
QRMATION CONTAINED »
ALL IR e P NSIFIED g5 | & A
P T R LR § —
ieem l;L q é 0 — - ,O » ¢ - ]
S L ' -~ ",.v Lo )) Poas, i - o
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- | S )gv/



VINCENT ASTOR
NQ 23 WEST 26 STREET

i Mr. Q\\gnn Tamm..

E Mr. Hebdon..._.,_.:.

- i Mr. TYRCY --cacev-- .

. ' Mies GARAY -emev ===

b ) . . N . 4 ..‘-'.‘ .'i -------------

ALL INFORZIATIQN NTAINED \ 5 ) ) O
HEREIN IS URCL SIFt Dl' : /

mz.l}:.‘t} Jpuyd |

Th e L

Meny thenks for your letter of July 8th, which I greatly '

43

appreciate, especially in consequence of the last paragraph ex-
. y '.( . " .
pressing the eppreciation of the interdepartmental 7ntelligence

s1e

conferences, for such contributiohs as ive from time to time are

L

able to make. . )

The point that you meke concerning the lack of authority-
i R

: e :

to desl with a crew situation on a Norwegian ship in & foreign port

e

- i
i

ig, of coursey. well taken, » ' ‘
The other matter which has recently given me a great deal

of concern, and you and your New York office considerabléﬂ tx:&ixblie.

I think mey be drawing to a satisfactory conclusion. Af: ali';:éve;z;ts,

-~

T am hoping for the best. L

Ever yours, | 't ~"= %
/ ) s
TAEW - M ' / 47//
rncoroED |/ 7 _ é O 47 (2 A= 3_3
Hon., J. Edger Hoover, : FEDERAL B FUATE \ TIGATION
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, :
United States Department of Justice, - 5 JUuL 24 1341

u.S. b PATIH’;I'.T C :;T[CE

C H —w2120n. D. C.




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER o
DIRECTOR (

Fedreral Bureau of Inuvestigation
United States Department of Justice
Washington, D. .

EAT:QEG |  August 1, 1941
Time: 3:12 P.X. ‘

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

/o, - ._ e
% ‘I According to Mr. Sackett,'V'ncentchstor has expressed
‘ himself very unfaovorably toward the dnterdepartmental Intelli-
gence_Conference. Astor has indicated to Mr. Sackett that the.
conferees at Washington don't exchange any real information bdu :
merely give each other the time of day ag contrasted-with the manner
in which the New York regional conferences are conducted. Astpr
wonders why the Washington conference doesn™ take’ action on gome
of the matters referred by him such as the America First Committee's
present activity with respect to Army camps, aubverstvevactivﬁties
in Army camps, etc. Mr. Sackett stated Astor made several ”Jracks"
during the course of the Regional Conference this morning, at the
end of which he looked at Sackett and said, "Well, I hope what I
have said doesn't get back to Washington becsuse if it does, I'll
probably land in jail."” |

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED i -
HEREIN JS UH"\i?!HEIC)Uqé_

nme.l‘&?«.{, BY. L%
/ Respegtfully,

o - 'A
»2 ' Edward A. Tamm N

RECORDED | [, 7 2577 24
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o U R Y
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER ! v 7
DIRECTOR 1
ot -

L .
Fedreral Burean of Inuestination { )4)

Mr. Yolsen

e, €, A. Temnm

United States Department of Justice v, Ladd
Washinoton, D. . : :“""" —_—
EAT:WK August 29, 1941 r. carson
Mr. Drayton
Time 1:05 PM Mr, Quinn Yamm ____
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR ———
) ' Mr. Harbo
Yele. Rosm
Tour Room
. e - Mr. Nease
. Mr. Tracy
While discussing the Conference held this Wise Beshm

morn/ind in New York with Mr. Sackett, he stated thatl)(’"",“"‘v
thellAreg Controller has conferred- wtth
who is in charge of Colonel Donovan's New York Office,
recently with respect to di[ érent matters and the Area
/C’ontroller stated defini that there would be no con-
\ Sflict in the operation o novan's Office with any of
the eristing Agencies rgpresénted at the Conference.

Respe A¥} Vs
«/\/ ks

Fdward A. Tamnm

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE//J.&T%Q BY.Q 145

K

RECORDED
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T ' becembar 29, 1941
= ,.J‘.zzm R R
e z Vo g e &
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v

H&J@Rﬁ.ﬂ. UE FGR .VR. 2’0&56’
; KP. TAMM

L  Qracy Ilg at the F’htte House in

" peaponce to Mer prAvious reghkes She atgted that the Prece -

" tdent had aeked bér €0 call me to advigse that the children ..
y Cubh iooaevclt vho have been: etcgnzg at the house
oened by Vincent“Astor have gone out to Fest g Long Teland
for the heTTdayos ~Xtss Tully aleo atated that tha Pracfident
“Inforzed Rer that Betey C'uahtng Roosevelt will move from the
houce before lonle :

By the way of dacksround, Mles Tully stated ﬂmt the
FBI kner about the cheoking of ¢the enpla ces at setor'es housze,
and that fa thts connectfon the Presiden mntcd to keep ug adw
utsed o,)" any devczopamts 'eheru ’ S

;Lu,\

' \ I thankee sm I‘uny fer tkta tnfomttoa; -

rgry tm!y pours,

J’oha zdgar Eaau«'
ztreator

s v e o
. e ", . - . -
- L K '

- nlﬂr—f J-%

Y

o N R .

My, Glavin R

| ‘,\\.‘,ﬂ/f

.,;.n______-

S Nichols

—

o :' ::::n T ,’:"JMT L & 5 U e “'*{M . . it 2 C
— I 7R »LQ »4072¢- ‘\j
FEDZRAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATISN
3 DEC 80 1941
L8, BEPARTRENT OF JUSTICE

.

Mr. Carson

Mr. Calfey -
Mr. Hendon

———

Ms. Holtoman
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L4
JOHN'EDGAR HOOVER . ii

DIRECTOR . ¥

Federal Bureau of Inuvestination
Wnited States Department of Justice

Washington, D, ¢.
Januapz_lé, 1942

Recelved 7:2
, Transeribed: 77:35 PM

| TMEMORANDUM FOR MR. TAMM |
ALL INFORMATION cnmmsn " l |
UEREIN 18 \\uc?pssg;e o T e ".
DATE‘{ RE: VINGENT ASTOR ;

 Internal Security - G

he had a memorandum from an Agent to him in connection with the abo
matter and read as follows:

|

-ent by

tact with and that although a great deal of informa-
tion furnished by him has proved accurate, he is very mer-
curial, is very prone to accuse famous persons of being
Fascists without supportii.z evidence and sometimes is in- .
accurate in his opinions of the sentiments of various indi-
- viduals. It is for the above-mentioned reasons very diffi-

.: -
t

advised that he has been told by mumerous
friends of Vincent Astor that Astor is both definitely pro—,~
Germen and v1olent1y anti—British could give no

first-h but stated that numerous persons

of his had heard Astor make pro-German and anti-British
statements. amed in particular a Princess Helen
Rostiglios aughter of a British diplomat, who had heard

brother of Vincent Astor make certain such statements.
tated that Princess Rostigliosi lived at 28 East 70th
reet, New York City, and would, in his opinion, be glad to
furnish any information in her possession concerning Astor.
mailed to Agent a letter which he had received from
rincess Rostigliosi regarding this matter.
being attached to this memorandum.*

} . Céndy
‘ Zg;g_“&w-e’/
Mr. Foxworth of the New York Office telsphonically advis

-captioned

cult to ascertain exactly the reliability of this informant.‘i

L

Mr. Carson ..
Mr. Coffey

—r———————

MroHendon ..

iy, Holloman

am—————

Mr. Quinn Yamm

W Hubd

Tele, Room __
Mr. Nease

Miss Beahm

W&

T o o AR ¢ - oy

g e

This letter is gé;
;
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Memorandum for Mr. Tamm Page Two

®In view of Vincent Astgér's position and the con- l
sequent importance of any ingujry concerning him, Agent
~ did not indicate t#hhat.; the Bureau was interested , \U’” JC
e S

in this information accep the same as it was volun- -
tarily o d by It was thought advisable also to &DFEEJ}
caution hat he was to closely understand that the .

Bureau h2d instituted no inquiries concerning Vincent

Astor and was merely accepting this voluntary information.

A check of the indices of the New York Field Office revealed

numerous file references to Vincent Astor which Agent has had
no opportunity to review. This information is submitted for

whatever action is deemed necessary or advisable.®

Mr. Foxworth advised that to this memorandum was attached a
note on the letterhead of the Hampton House, 28 East 70th Street in a
woman's handwriting reading as followss L B

"Dear Nikkis: >

7T know you are thinking of speaking to Vincent and
Jack Astor about our South American anti-Fascist activities.
It is none of my business but I should like to say that on
the occasion that I met Jack this summer in Newport, he ap-
peared to be strongly anti-British and full of admiration
for the Nazis. He made Such remarks as that he thought it .
was an excellent thing for the British to be at last getting -
the punishment they richly deserved and that it would ge:?///'ﬂ\
quite good for them to be under Hitler. I have never met
Vincent but the !'Iron Bit' (which Mr. Foxworth stated might
not be right inasmuch as the handwriting was bad) is that
he is the same way. I hope to see you soon.

\

As ever,
H®
Mr. Foxworth stated that it is well known that Mr, Aétor is very
pro-British; that he has relatives in England who have iproperty hold-
ings and t he knows, Mr. Astor is very friendly wi .

On the other hand Mr. Foxworth pointed out that this information was given
to them by an informant and therefore he felt it should be treated in the
same manner in which any other information is handled; with this difference:
l he would like to tell Mr. Aster of the matter. I agreed with Mr. Foxworth

and told nhim that we would pass this along to the Director and get in touch

with him. . /l /

K -
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Director, FBL
Technicél Laboratory
UNKNOWN SUBJECT3

Attention:

S A}

G W

Re? '

ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATION AUDRESSED A ‘

T0. COMMANDER VINCENT ASTORj ~ AN
EXTORTION z i

L 20 S }i

Dear Sir: , 3 W
Commander VINCENT ASTOR of the United States Navy has ;% P M

turned over to this office an anonymous communication, which is postmarkedgﬁi m
3 i

at Syosset, Long Island, January 4, 1943, with which was, enclosed a news-
paper article entitled, "ASTOR LEASES MINTON ESTATE". F‘arther, there is
written on a sheet of paper to which this article is attached, the 1‘01.'!.¢>\v:--3

ing: - "Big shot eh? We didnt get you last time - wait - Big Stiff."

 While the content of this letter is not sufficient to
warrant an investigation on the basis of a violation of the Extortion
Statute, same is being passed on to the Sureau with the request that a
check be made through the anonymous extortion letter file on the possibility
that the handwriting thereon might be identified with previous anonymous
communications which have been referred to the Laboratory.

Upon completion of the examination, it is suggested that

the original be retained in the files of the Bureau so that same might be
a.vailable in the event Commander ASTOR might receive similar—tomzitatim——""“
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My
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R
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il AT T 'was wi th a oreat deal ‘6f plecsure -
that I recetved word of your recent promotfon e
to the rank of Captain and I hasten to extend .. -
to you my sincere congrotulatfonss Enowing of .
the trerendous _amount of energy, effort gnd .5
thought you géue’dﬁvqteﬁ'tO“Huvalgnattgte not -
only durtng jour tour of aotfve duty but through ¥
theAaanﬁ yeafqiaf"your”Service'In?theAﬂesqrbq, L ey
I feel that this promotion ta o well-deserved .. ~ . ..
" . recognftion of your abtltty and your capabslities. -

or) e

e et s o
G EL G R SR T

sincerely,

R e A»u N :'g.» \:_‘ e '~‘_‘i: -

‘ J. Edgar Hoover »

ail q)py the Director —~. *
%
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